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The TSG T2 SWG2 Terminal Interface sub-working group in 3GPP would like to thank the SyncML initiative for this detailed reply to T2’s questions in T2-000442 concerning inclusion of SyncML technology in the 27.103v3.1.0 Wide Area Network Synchronisation specification.  In some cases, these responses provide information that SWG2 may use now in its evaluation of the potential inclusion of SyncML technology in 27.103 v3.1.0 and in others, it provides either suggested courses of action or commitments to supply further information when that information becomes available.  A detailed review of these responses follows.

With respect to T2’s request that the SyncML specifications to be made available to all T2 member companies for review, not only T2 member companies with ties to the SyncML initiative, the SyncML initiative has requested that T2 wait until the 07 December public release to review these specifications.  SWG2 is willing to withhold judgement until these specifications are publicly available.

With respect to T2’s request for a compatibility review of SyncML with existing 3GPP release specifications (e.g., Release 99’s existing data synchronisation specification) in order to be considered for inclusion in future 3GPP specifications releases, the SyncML initiative has promised to supply a compatibility study by February 2001.  SWG2 looks forward to receiving this study so that SWG2 may conclude its evaluation of the inclusion of SyncML technology in 27.103v3.1.0.

With respect to T2’s request for a detailed comparison of SyncML features available in the to-be-published SyncML v1.0 specification to Release 99’s existing data synchronisation specifications, the SyncML initiative has noted that a detailed comparison in the form of a comparison matrix is being performed in the WAP Forum’s WAG Data Synchronization Drafting Committee (WAG Sync).  SWG2, per the response’s suggestion, will request a copy of this comparison matrix from WAG Sync as part of this meeting’s work output.  A copy of the request will be set to the SyncML initiative as part of this meeting’s work output, as well.

With respect to T2’s request for a migration plan from the existing Release 99 specifications to SyncML that would maintain reverse compatibility with Release 99, the SyncML initiative has promised to clarify migration plans after the compatibility study is available in February 2001.  SWG2 looks forward to receiving this migration plan so that SWG2 may conclude its evaluation of the inclusion of SyncML technology in 27.103v3.1.0.

With respect to T2’s request for a roadmap showing future SyncML release features with associated time frames for these releases to understand the direction to be taken by the SyncML initiative, the SyncML initiative has provided a rollout plan that shows both insight and commitment.  SWG2 finds this promising but would still like to explore the rollout of features as well.  SWG2 understands that, due to confidentiality reasons, the SyncML initiative may not be in a position to discuss these prior to the public release on 07 December and will look forward to receiving the feature roll-out portion of this response after the public SyncML technology release on 07 December so that SWG2 may conclude its evaluation of the inclusion of SyncML technology in 27.103v3.1.0.

With respect to T2’s request to understand the formal procedure for adding new features and modifications needed to support 3GPP’s ongoing requirements for data synchronisation enhancements and modifications, the SyncML initiative has detailed the process for SyncML member companies to effect changes in the SyncML specifications.  This appears to be a healthy, fair, and equitable process.  SWG2 is also pleased to note the offer to set up cross-SDO efforts to address 3GPP-identified extensions to SyncML as the need arises.

SWG2 notes the SyncML initiative’s offer to provide an update on the evolutionary progress of SyncML technology to TSG T2 during the next TSG T2 meeting and would like to take advantage of this offer.  The next T2 meeting is scheduled for 12 February in Beverly Hills, CA, USA.  Would it be possible to present such an evolutionary progress update at that time?

Thank you for your prompt response to T2’s questions.  SWG2 looks forward to working through these issues with the SyncML initiative as we collaborate to explore the potential for inclusion of SyncML technology in 27.103v3.1.0.

Regards,
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